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Generic Terms of Reference (ToR) for Schistosomiasis Elimination Dossier Preparation Committee (DPC) / Technical Working Group (TWG) 
1. Background and Rationale 
The World Health Organization (WHO) requires countries seeking validation of the elimination of schistosomiasis as a public health problem (EPHP) or verification of interruption of transmission (EOT) to submit a comprehensive dossier. This dossier must document evidence that the country has achieved the criteria for elimination, as outlined in the WHO Manual for the Validation and Verification of Schistosomiasis Elimination (2025). Validation of elimination as a public health problem requires demonstration of a prevalence of heavy-intensity infections <1% and prevalence of infection <10% among school-aged children in all implementation units, sustained for at least 3 years. Verification of transmission interruption requires documented absence of new indigenous cases in humans, snails, and non-human mammalian hosts for at least 5 years, alongside a robust surveillance and response system. 
 
To ensure systematic and coordinated dossier preparation, it is recommended to establish a National level Dossier Preparation Committee (DPC) or a Technical Working Group (TWG), appointed by the Minister of  Health or delegated authority, ensuring political commitment.   
2. Purpose and Scope 
The Schistosomiasis Dossier Preparation Committee or Technical Working Group ((DPC/TWG) is established by the Ministry of Health (MoH) to guide, coordinate, and manage the development of the national schistosomiasis elimination dossier. Its primary responsibilities include: 
- Leading the dossier preparation process for EPHP and/or EOT. 
- Ensuring alignment with WHO guidelines, criteria, and dossier templates. 
- Coordinating inputs from national and subnational stakeholders, partners, academia, and WHO. 
- Providing regular updates to the MoH and the National Schistosomiasis Control Programme. 
3. Roles and Responsibilities 
The DPC/TWG will: 
- Develop and implement a dossier preparation work plan, including timelines and resource requirements. 
- Compile, review, and validate programme data (epidemiology, preventive chemotherapy, WASH, morbidity management, surveillance). 
- Draft, review, and finalize sections of the schistosomiasis dossier according to WHO requirements. 
- Organize workshops and technical review meetings to assess progress and address data gaps. 
- Ensure integration of relevant data from other PC-NTDs (STH, LF, onchocerciasis) where applicable. 
- Prepare and submit the dossier for MoH endorsement prior to submission to WHO. 
4. Composition of the DPC/TWG 
Members will include individuals with expertise in: 
- Schistosomiasis epidemiology, programme implementation, and monitoring & evaluation. 
- Preventive chemotherapy (PC) data management and reporting. 
- WASH, environmental management, and snail control. 
- Morbidity management and case reporting. 
- Health systems strengthening and policy. 
- Representation from MoH, NTD programme, academia, implementing partners, and WHO. 
5. Leadership Roles 
- Chair: Appointed by the MoH; provides overall leadership and chairs meetings. 
- Co-Chair: Nominated/elected by the DPC/TWG; supports the Chair and deputises in their absence. 
- Secretariat: Designated by the MoH/NTD programme; responsible for coordination, documentation, and communication. 
6. Membership Criteria and Duration 
Members should: 
- Have relevant technical expertise in schistosomiasis and/or NTDs. 
- Commit to active participation and timely delivery of assigned tasks. 
- Membership continues until dossier submission and validation by WHO. 
7. Meetings and Decision-Making 
- The DPC/TWG will meet regularly (e.g., monthly or as needed). 
- Extraordinary meetings may be convened to address urgent issues. 
- Decisions will be reached by consensus, or by majority if needed. 
8. Reporting and Coordination 
The DPC/TWG will report to the MoH through the national schistosomiasis programme and coordinate with other technical working groups, including those for STH, LF, WASH, and NTD M&E. 
9. Deliverables 
- Approved ToR and dossier preparation work plan. 
- Updated schistosomiasis dataset and dossier evidence base (PC coverage, epidemiology, WASH, morbidity, surveillance). 
- Regular progress reports (e.g., biannual). 
- Draft and final dossier endorsed by the MoH. 
- Documentation of meetings, decisions, and lessons learned. 
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