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Africa’s NTD Elimination 
Momentum
From celebrating gains to protecting them for 
generations



Progress with NTD Elimination in the WHO African Region
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Sustainable elimination is possible… but there are challenges
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Funding 
uncertainty

Fragility and 
humanitarian 
crises

Large proportion of 
people requiring 
NTD interventions

Uneven progress 
across and within 
countries

Competing health 
priorities 

Climate change 
impact



Challenges in Sustaining Elimination Gains 
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Health system fragility:
Weak surveillance, supply 
chains, and human resource 
capacity gaps risk 
resurgence.

Mismanagement of Data:
Surveillance data not 
correctly analysed, 
interpreted or acted on 

Programme fatigue:
Communities and health 
workers shift focus 

Funding declines: Global 
and domestic reduction in 
vertical programme 
financing



Prioritize protecting gains and achieving elimination milestones
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• Global health financing uncertainty
• Competing emergencies and priorities
• Climate shocks and insecurity

Africa has achieved NTD elimination successes within the context of:

• Interruptions to mass drug administration, surveillance, or supply chains risk rapid resurgence, particularly in 
high-transmission settings.

Sustaining elimination is more cost effective than restarting programmes 
after disease resurgence 

NTD elimination in Africa must be resilient 
to shocks to be sustainable 



Health systems pillars determining sustainability of NTD Interventions
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NTD Sustainability Framework - Survey findings

Strengthen Political and Financial 
Commitment and technical 

capacity to sustainably achieve 
global NTD targets and milestones 

aligned with the SDGs and UHC 
objectives

Integrate NTDs 
Services and 

Mainstream NTD 
Programmes into the 

health system, 
wherever possible

Enhance 
Coordination and 

Collaboration across 
sectors to strengthen 

NTD services



Integration is the pathway to sustainable NTD elimination 

• Integration is essential for last-mile and post-elimination sustainability
• Vertical programmes have enabled NTD successes but are not sustainable in the current context

• Priority areas for integration of NTD interventions
• Primary health care and UHC
• National supply chain systems for health commodities
• Integrated disease surveillance and routine health information systems
• Multisectoral linkage with WASH, One Health, and climate adaptation programmes

• Integration strengthens country ownership and reduces long-term dependence on 
external financing.
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Country ownership and resilience underpins sustainable elimination 
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Government Leadership

National leadership and coordination of partners 
Domestic co-financing and policy integration

Strong engagement with communities

Building resilient health systems 

Universal Health Coverage
Primary Health Care

Integrated disease surveillance and response 



Innovation and smarter use of existing tools for elimination
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Innovation for smarter delivery, not 
just new products.

Efficient use of tools in a constrained 
financing environment Better diagnostics for treatment 

and surveillance 

Broad benefits across multiple 
NTDs 

Data-driven targeting of 
interventions 

Sustainable 
Elimination



Africa is at a tipping point on the road to 2030

• 24 countries have eliminated at least one NTD

• We know elimination of NTDs in Africa is possible

• What is needed to turn progress into lasting impact?
• Deliberate sustained actions to keep progress towards elimination (or stagnation and 

resurgence)
• Sustained political commitment
• Predictable financing
• Integrated delivery of interventions

12



13

THANK YOU


